INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 557 Washington, D. C. June 29, 1935 
Conference Report on Labor Bill Approved 
The conference report on the Labor Disputes bill (S. 1958) has 
been approved by both House and Senate. The report accepted prac- 
. tically all the amendments of the bill as made by the House. 
‘ Companion Measure to Patman Bill Introduced 
Senator Robinson of Arkansas has introduced in the Senate a bill 
1 (S. 3154) identical with the Patman bill (H. R. 8442) referred to in 
0 last week's Information Letter, relative to price discrimination, broker- 
. age allowances, advertising allowances, etc. 
e Attitude of N. R. A. on Voluntary Agreements 
In view of the fact that the National Recovery Administration is 
. receiving inquiries regarding voluntary agreements uncer Section 4 (a) 
of the net extending the N. R. A., the Director of the Division of 
. Business Cooperation, Prentiss L. Coonley, has issued a memorandum 
n to all offices of the N. R. A. indicating the general attitude to be taken 
in replying to such inquiries. The memorandum states: 
“At the present time, no definite and final program relative to 
t procedure for and scope of such voluntary agreements has been formu- 
, lated. A thorough study of the scope, significance and usefulness of 
0 such agreements is in progress. Pending the determination of policy, 
we must refrain from actively encouraging industries to submit formal 
- applications for voluntary agreements. 
N. R. A. must avoid premature action which will necessitate retrac- 
0 ing steps to conform to a subsequent revised policy. If a structure of 
voluntary agreements is to be built up, it must be built solidly and 
4 without undue burden of time, energy and cost upon industry. There- 
4 fore, N. R. A. must have its own program clearly developed before it 
4 can encourage industry to proceed along any definite lines. 
— A number of industries may insist that they must enter into volun- 
7 tary agreements now or not at all because the forces of disruption in N 
7 their industry are already at work. While we do not underestimate 
the seriousness of delay, it would be a much more serious blunder to 
1 enter into voluntary agreements before we are reasonably sure of our 
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ground. We repeat that the possibility of developing a program of 
voluntary cooperation must not be handicapped and perhaps even 
destroyed by action so rapid and unconsidered as to lead to continual 
and confusing revision. 

“The foregoing does not imply that the submission of agreements 
should be discouraged. Many industries have already drawn up tenta- 
tive agreements. When members of an industry desire to submit an 
agreement for approval, they should be advised, (1) that as yet we 
are not in a position to act on such agreements, (2) that until further 
notice a simple and inexpensive presentation will be adequate, and 
(3) that the information most useful at this time is an indication as 
to the problems which industry feels can be treated effectively through 
voluntary agreements. Furthermore, we should like to be kept informed 
as to which industries are considering the use of voluntary agreements.” 


Malayan Canned Pineapple Exports 


Malayan exports of canned pineapple during the first quarter of 
1935 amounted to 14,874 tons as compared with 14,289 tons during the 
corresponding quarter of 1934, according to the American Trade Com- 
missioner at Singapore. Of these exports, 264 tons were shipped to 
the United States in the 1935 quarter and 150 tons in the 1934 quarter. 


New Zealand Fruit for the American Market 


New Zealand fruit growers are endeavoring to develop a, market 
for their products in the United States, according to the American vice 
consul at Wellington. An initial shipment of 4,000 cases was made 
last year to the American market, and this season 20,000 cases were 
shipped to the United States. If it is found that this American busi- 
ness proves profitable, the report states, sueceeding years will witness 
a marked development in this trade. 


Crop Conditions 


The following pea crop condition information is based on tele- 
graphic reports from canners and indicates the condition of the crop 
on Thursday night, June 27. Corn crop condition information is based 
on reports received by mail at this office during the last three or four 
days. These condition reports are as usual accompanied by table 
and charts showing temperature and rainfall data. 

New York: A few canners started packing Alaskas on the 26th. 
Aphis are very bad. In spite of heavy dusting, there will be con- 
siderable damage, the extent of which cannot be determined at this 
time. 
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Iutinors: Very heavy rains during the last week have made har- 
vesting of peas difficult. The Alaska pack is practically finished with 
vields slightly above normal. Prospects are that late varieties will 
yield slightly below normal. 

Minnesora: Packing of early peas was started in a small way 
on June 28th. Prospects are for normal yields. Aphis are reported 
not present, 


Uran: The Alaska pack is completed in Utah. Canners will prob- 
ably finish packing Surprise this week. Yield on Alaskas was about 
80 cases per acre, with Surprise yield about 100 cases. Some canners 
started packing Perfection on the 27th. All peas are reported to be 
of very fine quality with unusually large percentage of small sieves. 

Eastern WASHINGTON: Practically through packing Alaskas; yield 
50 per cent of normal. Now packing Surprise, yield of which is approx- 
imately 80 per cent of normal. Will start packing Sweets next week, 
with yield estimated at 100 per cent. 


Maine: Corn in Maine just coming through the ground. Wet 
weather and unusually poor germination will probably cause a loss 
of about 10 per cent of the acreage. Replanting is not practicable at 
this late date. 

New York: Weather conditions have been fairly satisfactory 
in New York for corn germination. Temperatures have been too low 
for normal growth and crop is a little late. Most canners, however, 
report corn in very good condition. 

Mary.anp: Canners in northern Maryland and southern Pennsyl- 
vania report fair stand of corn with crop late. Eastern Shore canners 
report normal growing conditions for corn in that area. 

Mipwest: In all the Midwest states weather has been cold and 
wet. Germination of corn has been very poor and growth has been 
retarded. Many fields have been replanted. Practically all canners 
report crop one to three weeks late. Many sections report consider- 
able damage from cutworms but no evidence of chinch bugs. 


Week ended Week ended Week ended 
June 18, 1935 June 25, 1935 June 26, 1934 


District Temp. Rain Temp. Rain Temp. Rain 
Cc 68 16 61 1.1 66 14 
Western New Vork 69 8 62 1.1 70 3 
o 78 2 72 L 81 0 
South Central OI 0... 75 J 66 13 78 7 
Conta) cc 74 2.0 64 9 79 2 
74 2.1 63 10 81 1.1 
North'n Illinois, South’n Wisconsin 68 0 30 2.5 75 L 
Southern Minnesota 68 26 62 L 78 4 
Northern Colorado 69 6 70 0 72 2 
70 0 72 0 70 6 
Northwestern Washington ....... 60 8 60 1 61 0 
Southeastern Washington 65 4 66 0 67 0 
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Temperatures in Pea Canning Districts 
1934 Xlv1.·õ4Lri 
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New Clause Added to War Department Invitation for Bids 


Following out the recommendation of the Director of Procure- 
ment, the New York General Depot of the Quartermaster’s Supply 
Office, War Department, is making the following provision a part of 
the invitation for bids asked on various supplies: 


“If subsequent legislation shall require observance of minimum 
wages and/or maximum. hours of employment and/or limitation 
as to age of employees, in the performance of Government con- 
tracts, this contract shall be subject to modification to accord 
with such statutory requirements to the extent authorized or re- 
quired by law.” 


Government Forecast of Canning Pea Production 


According to the reported condition of the crop on June 15, the 
indicated production of green peas for manufacture in 1935 is 65 per 
cent larger than the 1934 production and is 60 per cent larger than the 
average production for the 5-year period (1929-1933). A total pro- 
duction of 272,660 tons is indicated for 1935 compared with 164,940 
tons produced in 1934 and an average production for 5 years (1929- 
1933) of 169,920 tons, according to the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, 


The pea crop, the report states, has been growing under excep- 
tionally favorable conditions, and high average yields are in prospect 
in all important producing districts. In the North Central group of 
States (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota), 
where over 60 per cent of the planted acreage is located, the indicated 
production for 1935 is about 85 per cent above the low production of 
1934. In the Far Western and Mountain groups of States, the season, 
though late in getting started, has been favorable. In Delaware, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, where harvesting is in progress, heavy yields are 
being reported. 

The final outcome of the crop will depend, to a large extent, upon 
the growing conditions affecting the sweet, or late varieties of peas 
during the last half of June and the first part of July. Growing con- 
ditions more favorable than usual after June 15 would result in im- 
proved production prospects, and adverse conditions would reduce the 
present forecast. Under average growing conditions, however, the 
present forecast of 272,660 tons would be expected to materialize. 
Judging from the relationship of production and pack during past 
seasons, such a production would be equivalent, the Bureau states, to 
a pack of about 25,000,000 cases of 24 No. 2 cans. In 1934 the pack 
totaled 15,742,000 cases and for the 5 years previous to 1934 it averaged 
15,422,000 cases. For the 10 years previous to 1934 it averaged 
16,283,000 cases. 
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The following table shows, by States, acreage and indicated pro- 
duction for 1935 with comparative data for 1934, as compiled by the 
Bureau: 

Acreage Yield per Acre Production 
1934 1935 1934 1935 1934 1935 
(indicated) (indicated) 
Acres Pounds Tons 
2,340 320 2,690 
32,400 22,680 
3,600 3,600 


3.200 4,420 
Indiana 8,100 J 10,530 
Illinois 20,300 19,280 
Michigan y 15,300 J 9,940 
Wisconsin 129,800 103.840 
Minnesota 23,600 18,200 


Delaware 3.800 3.900 
Maryland 17.200 2.2 18,490 
Virginia 4,300 y 6,020 


Montana 2.700 2,970 
Colorado 4,000 3,400 
Utah 12.300 a 1 d 14,140 
Washington 15,000 10,500 

6,000 j 2,740 5,100 


Other States“ 14,680 7,880 12,870 
Total , 320,620 164,940 272,660 


„ther Stater include Califorma, Idaho, lowa, Kansas, New Jersey, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, and Wyoming. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Cantor SurpMents as Reporrep py THE BuREAU oF AGRICULTURAL Economics, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Week ending Week ending Total for season 
Commodity June 22 June 15 through June 22 
1935 1935 1034 1935 

Vegetables: 


390 253 11,946 9,135 
1,226 16,799 14,356 
144 4,375 4,236 


All other vegetables: 


Domest ic— 
Competing directly ... 900.533 
Competing indirectly .. 12,370 
Importe— 
Competing indirectly .. 104 


Fruits: 


Citrus, domestic 1 877 101,044 
Imports 810 
Others, domestic K 17,783 


1 
Beans, snap and lima 243 

33.131 

363 
11,496 
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Wisconsin Canners Maintain Wages 


The Wisconsin Canners Association at three district meetings 
covering the entire state last week went on record in favor of maintain- 
ing a wage schedule of not less than the canning code rates for the 
current season. 


Production and Stocks of Canned Milk 


1935 1934 Change 
Pounds Pounds Per Cent 

Manufacturers’ stocks (case goods) June 1: 
12,284,163 9,239,481 +32.95 

Total production, May: 

218,474,423 177,382,523 +23.17 
ͤ 5,217,152 5,313,155 — 181 


Government Report on Condition of Canning Crops 


The following tables showing the condition of peas, snap beans, 
corn, and tomatoes for canning on June 15, 1935, as compared with the 
corresponding date last year are from the report on condition of canning 
crops issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics on June 26th. 


Green Peas Snap Beans 
June 13, June 13, June 13, June 15, 
State 1934 1935 1934 1935 
Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. 

² ¾ͤ ̃ ĩ⁵ͥͥ 97 97 91 87 
²˙ 64 84 88 91 
KKK ĩ 90 90 77 78 
˙·.mAm˙¹Ü « .»ͤgz ses ] 40 91 * * 
39 92 74 78 
50 79 78 
˙ à 42 89 70 92 
²⅛ m .UI—!J! 88 42 94 
²̃ĩ˙ uL— 90 93 98 90 
ö 97 97 87 80 
89 110 * * 
oe ee 75 74 
90 90 90 94 
73 90 84 85 
˙ 88 80 90 94 
P77 22 62 72 97 
D/ AAA 61 84 70 76 
52.7 80.4 80.0 82.7 


* For green peas “Other States include: California, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, New Jersey, 
Oklohoma, Tennessee, and Wyoming; and Oregon and Virginia prior to 1934. For snap beans 
‘Other States” inelude: Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, 
Mieourt, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklah . Texas, Vermont, Virginia, 
and Wyoming. 
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State 


Maine 

New Hampshire 
Vermont 

New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
lowa 
Nebraska 
Missouri 


Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 

Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 


Colorado 
Utah 
California 


Other States“ 
U. 8. Average 


* For sweet corn Other States” 
South Dakota, Virginia, Washington, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
North Carolina, 
Wisconsin, 


Tomatoes 


June 15, June 15, 
1934 1935 


Pet. Pet. 


Sweet Corn 
June 13, June 15, 
1934 1935 

Pet. 


90 
82 


79 
85 
60 75 
8 
80 95 
90 85 


84 75 79 


85.1 82.2 84.9 


include: Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
and Wyoming. 
Kansas, 


“Other States include: 
pi, Nebraska, New Mexico, 


For tomatoes 


M 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Texas, 


Washington, West Virginia, and 
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